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Commencement Procession 
 

University of Missouri Leadership 
 

The Deans and Faculty of Medicine  
 

The Investiture Marshals 
 

The Candidates for the Degree Doctor of Medicine 
 
 
 
 
 

Significance of the Colors of the Academic Regalia 
 

The color of the velvet edging of the hood and gown indicates the 
degree; in the lining of the hood are the college colors of the institution 
that confers the degree. 
 

The hood and gown of the doctor of medicine degree have a green 
velvet edging; doctor of divinity and doctor of theology, scarlet; doctor of 
laws degree, purple; doctor of philosophy degree, dark blue; doctor of 
education degree, light blue; doctor of science degree, golden yellow; 
doctor of literature, white; doctor of dentistry, lilac; and doctor of veterinary 
medicine, gray. 

 
 



  

Program 
Opening Remarks ………………………………………………………………….. Richard J. Barohn, MD 

Executive Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs  
Hugh E. & Sarah D. Stephenson Dean, School of Medicine 

 
Platform Party Processional ………………….…………………..…. Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield 

Curator 
 

Mun Y. Choi, PhD 
President 

 
Kevin Kane, MD, MSPH 

Senior Associate Dean for Medical Education 
Professor of Family & Community Medicine 

 
David Haustein, MD, MBA 

Associate Dean for Springfield Clinical Campus 
Professor of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 

 
Colleen Hayden, EdD 

Associate Dean for Program Evaluation & Assessment 
 

Laura Henderson-Kelley, MD, MPH 
Associate Dean for Pre-Professional Programs &  

Community Professional Proficiency & Student Success 
Associate Professor of Medicine & Pediatrics 

 
Kristina Aldridge, PhD 

Assistant Dean for Accreditation 
Associate Professor of Pathology & Anatomical Sciences 

 
Whitney LeFevre, MD 

Assistant Dean of Rural Health & Rural Scholars Medical Director 
Associate Professor of Family & Community Medicine 

 



  

Gerhard Hildebrandt, MD 
Director of Ellis Fischel Cancer Center 

Chief of the Division of Hematology & Medical Oncology 
Nellie B. Smith Endowed Chair of Oncology 

NextGen Precision Health Investigator 
Professor of Medicine 

 
Joseph Burris, MD 

Medical Director of the Rusk Rehabilitation Hospital 
Chair of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 

Encompass Health Chair in Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 
Professor of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 

 
Randi E. Foraker, PhD, MA, FAHA, FAMIA, FACMI 

Chair of Biomedical Informatics, Biostatistics & Medical Epidemiology 
Professor of Biomedical Informatics, Biostatistics & Medical Epidemiology 

 
Laura Hesemann, MD 

Chair of Pediatrics 
Chief Medical Officer 

Director, Division of Pediatric Nephrology 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
Associate Professor of Medicine 

 
Debra Koivunen, MD 

Interim Senior Associate Dean for Graduate Medical Education 
Interim Designated Institutional Official 
Associate Professor of Surgery, Emerita 

 
Kerry McDonald, PhD 

Chair of Medical Pharmacology & Physiology 
Bolm Distinguished Professor 

George L. & Melna A. Bolm Distinguished Chair in Cardiovascular Health 
 

  



  

Laine Young-Walker, MD  
Chair of Department of Psychiatry 

Clinical Service Chief of Psychiatric Services 
Robert J. & Betty Douglas Distinguished Chair in Psychiatry 

Professor of Psychiatry 
 

Nathan Beucke, MD 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs 

Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
 

Brian Bostick, MD, PhD 
Associate Professor of Medicine 

 
Joel Shenker, MD, PhD 

Associate Dean for Curriculum 
Associate Professor of Neurology 

 
Dima Dandachi, MD, MPH, FIDSA 

Co-director Scientific Working Group – Developmental Center  
for AIDS Research Program 

Medical Director HIV Treatment and Prevention Program 
Medical Director, Columbia/Boone County Department of Public Health & 

Human Services 
Center for Telehealth Research & Policy Deputy director 

Associate Professor of Medicine 
 

Graduate Processional 
 
Welcome ………………………………………………………………..………………….. President Mun Y. Choi 
 
Graduate Welcome …………………………...……………………..………………………….. Terrell Christian 

                          Class of 2026 
 
Commencement Address …………………….…… Dima Dandachi, MD, MPH, FIDSA                          

selected by Class of 2026 
 
  



  

Graduate Farewell ……………………………………………………………………….………... Bailey Patrick 
                                                                                                                  Class of 2026 
 
Administration of the  
Declaration of Geneva ………………………………………………..…….…… Richard J. Barohn, MD 
 
Declaration of Geneva (back cover): Adopted by the General Assembly of 
the World Medical Association, Geneva, Switzerland, September 1948, and 
amended by the 68th WMA General Assembly, Chicago, United States, 
October 2017. A response to atrocities committed by doctors in Nazi 
Germany, the oath requires physicians to not use “medical knowledge 
contrary to the laws of humanity." The oath was adopted by the World 
Medical Association only three months before the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

Presentation of Candidates for the Degree  

Doctor of Medicine ………………………………….……………………....….. Kevin Kane, MD, MSPH 

 

Assisted by ……..….…..……………………………………………………….…. David Haustein, MD. MBA 

Colleen Hayden, EdD 
 
Investiture Marshals ……..…………………………..………………………………… Nathan Beucke, MD 

Brian Bostick, MD, PhD 
Joel Shenker, MD, PhD 

 
Presentation of Diplomas ……………..…………………………….……… Richard J. Barohn, MD 
 

 Assisted by ………………………………………………………………………. Kristina Aldridge, PhD 
Laura Henderson Kelley, MD, MPH 

Whitney LeFevre, MD  
 
Conferring of Degrees ……………….…………….….. Curator Jeanne Cairns Sinquefield 
 
Recessional 
  



  

Candidates for the Degree 
Doctor of Medicine 

 
NADINE A. ABDELJABBAR …………………………………………………………………….… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 
  Saint Louis University  

St. Louis, Missouri 
 
ZOHAIB ABRO ……………………………………………………………………………………….…… St. Charles, Missouri 

BS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Programs: Medicine - Preliminary 

St. Luke’s Hospital  
  St. Louis, Missouri 
  Radiology – Diagnostic 
  SSM Health/St. Louis University  
  School of Medicine 
  St. Louis, Missouri  

 
ZAYD AL RAWI ………………………………..………………………….………………….…………… Columbia, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Emergency Medicine 
  SSM Health/St. Louis University  
  School of Medicine 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
LAITH ASHRAF ALMASHHARAWI ……………………………………………………… Columbia, Missouri 

BA & BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Programs: Transitional Year 
  Morehouse School of Medicine 
  Bakersfield, California 
  Radiology – Diagnostic 
  Mayo Clinic 
  School of Graduate Medical Education 
  Rochester, Minnesota 

 
SHREYA ANAND …………………………………………………………………………………….……… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, University of Southern California 
MS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Zucker Northwell  
  Staten Island University Hospital 
  New York City, New York 



  

SHELBY YVONNE ANDERBERG ………………………………………………………….… Centralia, Missouri 
            BS, University of Missouri 
 
MOHANNED AQRABAWI …………..………………………………….……………………..…… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri – St. Louis 
Graduate Programs: Medicine – Preliminary 
  Radiology - Diagnostic 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
JAXSEN BALL  

Graduate Program:  Psychiatry 
University of California Riverside 

  School of Medicine 
  Riverside, California 

 
JOEL ROBERT BILYEU …………………………………………………………..……….……… Springfield, Missouri 

BS, Drury University 
Graduate Program:  Psychiatry 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
QUIN PATRICK BLANKENSHIP …………………………………………………………………… Salem, Missouri 

BS, Truman State University 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 
  University Hospitals and Clinics 

Columbia, Missouri 
 

JEFFREY LINK BODEEN ………………………………………………….……………………..……… Aurora, Missouri 
BS & MPH, University of Missouri 
Graduate Programs: General Surgery - Preliminary 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 
 

HANNAH ELIZABETH BOE …………………………………………….………………………..… Denver, Colorado 
BS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

SSM Health/St. Louis University 
  School of Medicine 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
  



  

ANIS BUTTAR-MILLER ……………………………………………………..………………….……… St. Louis, Missouri 
BA, Colorado College 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

Montefiore Medical Center 
  Einstein, New York 
  Bronx, New York 

 
BROOKLYN ONDREA CAMPBELL ………………………………………………… Kansas City, Missouri 

BS, Park University 
MS, Western Virginia University 
Graduate Program:  Surgery - General 

Howard University Hospital 
Washington, DC 
 

LACEY E. CAPETTI ………………………………………………………………………………………..……… Rolla, Missouri 
BS, Missouri University of Science and Technology 
MA, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

Barnes – Jewish Hospital 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
AMORY BELLE CARTER ……………………………………………………..…………… Caruthersville, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
BENJAMIN NICHOLAS CASEY ……………………………………..……..……………… Marshfield, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Radiology - Diagnostic 

University of Iowa Health Care 
  Medical Center 
  Iowa City, Iowa 

 
HAIDER CHEEMA ……………………………………………………………………..………… Lee’s Summit, Missouri 

BA, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Programs: Surgery – Preliminary 
  Radiology - Diagnostic  
  University of Missouri KC Programs 
  Kansas City, Missouri 

 
  



  

TERRELL P. CHRISTIAN JR. …………………………………….………………………… Kansas City, Missouri 
BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Programs: Surgery – Preliminary 
  Kaiser Permanente  
  Los Angeles, California  
  Interventional Radiology 
  Johns Hopkins Hospital 
  Baltimore, Maryland 

 
ANNE CHUMBOW …………………………………………………………………………………….……… Atlanta, Georgia 

BSN, Southern University and A&M College 
MPH, Emory University 
Graduate Program:  Emergency Medicine 

SSM Health/St. Louis University 
  School of Medicine 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
ELIZABETH CREMER ………………………………………..……………………….……… Jefferson City, Missouri 

BS, Truman State University 
Graduate Program:  Child Neurology 

University of Michigan Hospital 
  Ann Arbor, Michigan  

 
ALEXIS R. DeTIENNE …………………………………………………………………………………… Vandalia, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Anesthesiology 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
TIMOTHY JAMES DILLINGER ……………………………………………………..……… Missouri Valley, Iowa 

BS, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Graduate Program:  Anesthesiology 

University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Omaha, Nebraska 

 
RANSOME A. DREXLER ……………………………………………………………..….……….…… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Maryville University of St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Surgery - General 

St. David’s Healthcare 
  Graduate Medical Education 
  Austin, Texas 

 
  



  

DESTRI D. EICHMAN ……………………………………………….……………………………….……… Fulton, Missouri 
BA, Westminster College 
Graduate Program:  Pediatrics 

University of Texas 
  Southwestern Medical Center 
  Dallas, Texas 

 
AMANDA FAUST ………………………………………….………………………………………………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Baylor University 
MS, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Orthopaedics 

University of Arkansas 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

 
MARÍA DEL MAR FLETCHER RUIZ …………………………………….………. Guaynabo, Puerto Rico 

BS, Brown University 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

Greater Lawrence Family Health Center 
Lawrence Massachusetts 

 
ELEANOR ANN FONTANA ……………………………………………..…………………………. St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Rhodes College 
Graduate Program:  Medicine - Pediatrics 

University of Tennessee 
  Health Science Center 
  Memphis, Tennessee 

 
DIEGO GAMONEDA …………………………………………………………………………………..………… Miami, Florida 

BS, University of Florida 
Graduate Program:  Surgery-General 

Memorial Healthcare System 
  Pembroke Pines, Florida 

 
ASHWIN REDDY GARLAPATY …………………………………………………………………… Eureka, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Orthopaedic Surgery 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
CARSON K. GATES ………..……………………………………………………..………………… Kansas City, Missouri 

BS, Michigan State University 
Graduate Program:  Otolaryngology 

Baylor College of Medicine 
  Houston, Texas 

 
  



  

CARLYE B. GOLDENBERG ………………………………………………………………….……… St. Louis, Missouri 
BS, University of Michigan 
Graduate Program:  Medicine-Pediatrics 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
MOLLY CATHERINE QUINN GUNTER ……………………………..………………… Columbia, Missouri 

BS, University of Iowa 
Graduate Program:  Surgery - General 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
AMARIS M. HAIRSTON ………………………………………………………………………………… St. Louis, Missouri 
            BS, Missouri State University 

Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 
Rush University Medical Center 

  Chicago, Illinois 
 
BRIANNA HALL ……………………………………………………………………………………………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BA, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 
  University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
MAGGIE J. HELLMANN ……………………………………………………………………… Green Castle, Missouri 

BS, Truman State University 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
MOLLIE KATE HENRY ……………………………………………………………………..…… Waynesville, Missouri 

BS, University of Arkansas 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University of Nebraska Medical Center  
Omaha, Nebraska 

 
GABBY HOFFMAN ………………………………………………………………………………………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Truman State University 
Graduate Program:  Pediatrics 

SSM Health/St. Louis University 
  School of Medicine 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
  



  

DYLAN LOUIS HOOD ………………….…………………………………..………………… Jefferson City, Missouri 
BHS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
GILLIAN MORGAN HOOGSTRAET ………………………………………….………… Springfield, Missouri 

BS, Drury University 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 
  University of Iowa Health Care Medical Center 
  Iowa City, Iowa 

 
JESSALYN L. HULTZ ……………………………………………………………………………..……… Palmyra, Missouri 

BS, Truman State University 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University of Iowa Health Care Medical Center 
Iowa City, Iowa 

 
JOCELYN WENDY HUILING IHNAT …………………………………………….………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Surgery – General 

Ochsner Clinic Foundation 
  New Orleans, Louisiana 

 
ARIEL EVE ISAACS …………………………………………………………….………………….……… St. Louis, Missouri 

BA, University of Wisconsin - Madison 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 
  Tulane University  
  School of Medicine 
  New Orleans, Louisiana 

 
TRAVIS WILEY JACKSON ……………………………………………….………………..…… St. Charles, Missouri 

BS, Missouri State University 
Graduate Programs: Transitional 
  Mercy Hospital St. Louis 
  St. Louis, Missouri 
  Dermatology 
  Barnes – Jewish Hospital 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
SAMANTHA L. JACOBSMEYER …………………………………………………..…………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University of Central Florida 
  HCA Healthcare Graduate Medical Education 
  Fort Walton Beach, Florida 

 



  

VARUN E. JEEVAN ………………………………………………………………………………………… O’Fallon, Missouri 
BS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
DANNA L. JENKINS ……………………………………………………...……………………….……… O’Fallon, Missouri 

BS, Missouri State University 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 
  University of Wisconsin 
  School of Medicine and Public Health 
  Madison, Wisconsin 

 
DAGEN G. JONES ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Thayer, Missouri 

BHS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

CoxHealth 
  Springfield, Missouri 

MIRANDA KALEEL ………………………………………………………………..……………………… St. Louis, Missouri 
BS, St. Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Anesthesiology 

Barnes – Jewish Hospital 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
HIMAVARSHA KANCHARLA ………………………………………….…………………………… Ballwin, Missouri 

BS, Saint Louis, University 
Graduate Program:  Transitional  

Florida State University 
  College of Medicine 
  Cape Coral, Florida 

 
SASIDHAR R. KARUPARTI …………………………………………………………………… Springfield, Missouri 

BA, Cornell University 
MSCI, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Neurological Surgery 

University of North Carolina Hospitals 
  Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

 
DREW ANNA KASTEN ………………..……………………………..………………… Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 
University of Kansas School of Medicine 

  Wichita, Kansas 
 
  



  

LEA NADIA KHOUKAZ ……………………………………………………..………………..…… Wildwood, Missouri 
BA, BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
MATTALINE PIPER KILLINGSWORTH …………………………………………………… Lawson, Missouri 

BS, University of Central Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Emergency Medicine 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
ELISABETH KIRKENDALL-DAY ……………………………………………………………………. Dubuque, Iowa 
             BA, University of Missouri – St. Louis 
             BS, University of Iowa 
             Graduate Program:             Psychiatry 
                                                               Wright-Patterson Air Force Base Medical Center 
                                                               Dayton, Ohio 
 
KOBE JARRETT KISLING ………………………………………………………………………………. Reeds, Missouri 

BS, Missouri Southern State University 
Graduate Program:  Neurology 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 
 

MORGAN C. KLUGE ………………………………………………………….…………… Cape Girardeau, Missouri 
BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
DYLAN JAMES KOSSL ………………………………………………………………………..…… St. Charles, Missouri 

BA, Miami University 
Graduate Program:  Pediatrics 

Children’s Mercy Hospital 
Kansas City, Missouri 

 
KAVITA DESAI KRELL …………………………………………………………………………….…… St. Louis, Missouri 

BA, Duke University 
Graduate Program:  Urology 

University Hospitals and Clinic  
Columbia, Missouri 

 
  



  

MARGARET K. KUROP ………………………………..…………………………….………… Chesterfield, Missouri 
BS, University of Notre Dame 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

Loyola University Medical Center 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
TAYLOR ASHTON LaVALLE ………………………………………………………….……… Villa Ridge, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri - Columbia 
Graduate Program:  Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Mercy Hospital St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
JENNA LUDWIG ………………………………………………………………….……………………… Wildwood, Missouri 

BA, Loyola University Chicago 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University of New Mexico School of Medicine 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 
NICHOLAS MANN ……………………………………………..……………………………………………………… Plano, Texas 

BS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Psychiatry 

Barnes – Jewish Hospital  
St. Louis, Missouri 
 

ANNE MARIE MARKER ………………..………………………………….………………… Walkersville, Maryland 
BS, Saint Mary’s College of California 
MS, Dominican University 
Graduate Program:  Vascular Surgery 

EVMS Old Dominion University 
Norfolk, Virginia 
 

ALEXANDRA M. MARKO ………………………………………..………………… Lake Winnebago, Missouri 
BS, Truman State University 
Graduate Program:  Obstetrics and Gynecology 

SIU School of Medicine and Affiliate Hospitals 
Springfield, Illinois 

 
BROOKE MARX  .........................................................................................  Kansas City, Missouri 
            BS, University of California Los Angeles 
            MS, University of California San Francisco 
            Graduate Program:             Pediatrics 
                                                              Children’s Mercy Hospital 
                                                              Kansas City, Missouri 
 
  



  

KATINA ROSE MASSAD ………….………………………………………………..………………… St. Louis, Missouri 
BA, Williams College 
Graduate Program:  Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Barnes – Jewish Hospital 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
UZOAMAKA CATHERINE MBIONWU ………………………..………………….………… Orlando, Florida 

BS, University of Central Florida 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

Morehouse School of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia 

 
KATE McGOUGH ………………………………………..…………………………………………….…… Fort Worth, Texas 

BS, Rhodes College 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University of North Carolina Hospital 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

 
SARAH MCLEOD …….………………………………………………………………………………… Lakeville, Minnesota 

BS, University of Minnesota Twin Cities 
Graduate Program:  Emergency Medicine 

HealthPartners Institute 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

 
MAKENZIE D. MEENTS ……………………………………………………………….………….……… Bolivar, Missouri 

BS, Drury University 
Graduate Program:  Medicine - Pediatrics 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
SYDNEY MARIE MILES ……………………………………………………..……..…………… Kansas City, Missouri 

BS, University of Alabama 
Graduate Program:  Pediatrics 

University of Iowa Health Care Medical Center  
Iowa City, Iowa 

 
JOY KWESIGA MOFFETT …………………………………………………..………………… Nashville, Tennessee 

BS, Middle Tennessee State University 
Graduate Program:  Anesthesiology 

University of Michigan Hospitals 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

 
TONI I. MORCOS ……………………………………………………………………………………………… Corvallis, Oregon 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

University of Wyoming 
Casper, Wyoming 



  

KATHERINE ANN MORRISON ……………………………………….……………………………………… Ames, Iowa 
BS, DPT, St. Ambrose University 
Graduate Program:  Pediatrics  

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
LYDIAH FRIDAH M. MPYISI …………………………………………………………………..………… Nairobi, Kenya 

BS, Roanoke College 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

Lexington Health 
West Columbia, South Carolina 

 
JAYCEE L. MUDD ……………………………………………………….………………….…………… Napoleon, Missouri 

BS, Truman State University 
Graduate Program:  Surgery – General  

University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Omaha, Nebraska 

 
YAK NAK …………………………………………………………………………………………………… Kansas City, Missouri 

BS, University of Arizona 
MPH, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
Graduate Program:  Psychiatry 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
NISHA A. NASEER …………………………………………………………………………………….…… St. Louis, Missouri 

BA, Vanderbilt University 
Graduate Programs: Transitional 

Missouri Baptist Medical Center 
  St. Louis Missouri 
  Radiation Oncology 
  Case Western 
  University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center 

Cleveland, Ohio 
 
KAYLIE NICHOLS …………………………………………………………………………………………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Surgery - General 

University of Arkansas College of Medicine  
Little Rock, Arkansas 

 
  



  

SAMUEL NOFSINGER ……………………………………………………………………….…… Kansas City, Missouri 
BA, Washington University in St. Louis 
MA, University of Missouri - Kansas City 
Graduate Program:  Vascular Surgery 

Louisiana State University School of Medicine 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

 
JOSHUA OLUWATOBI OLATUNDE ………………….…………………………………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Truman State University 
MS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Surgery – General  

Creighton University East Valley 
Chandler, Arizona 

 
BWAAR OMER …………………………………………………………………….…………………… Kansas City, Missouri 

BS, MA, University of Missouri – Kansas City 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University of California  
  San Diego Medical Center 

San Diego, California 
 
ODINAKACHUKWU ONUIGBO …………………………………….……………….………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri – St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Anesthesiology 

Barnes – Jewish Hospital 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
ADAM J. ORF ………………………………………………………….…………………………………………..…… Troy, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

University Hospitals and Clinics  
Columbia, Missouri 
 

BAILEY LAUREN PATRICK ……………………………………………..……………… Jefferson City, Missouri 
BS, Duke University 
Graduate Programs: Transitional  

Mercy Hospital St. Louis 
  St. Louis, Missouri 
  Dermatology 
  SSM Health St. Louis University 
  School of Medicine 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
  



  

ADAM PEREZ ………………………………………………………………………………….… Ridgewood, New Jersey 
BS, Bridgewater State University 
Graduate Program:  Emergency Medicine 

AHS Morristown Medical Center 
  Morristown, New Jersey 

 
SEAN VINCENT PIRRONE ……………………………………………………….……..……… St. Charles, Missouri 

BA, BS, MPH, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Transitional Year 

Mercy Hospital St. Louis 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
GARREN M. POWELL ……………………………………………………………...…………… Hughesville, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Programs: Transitional 

Mercy Hospital St. Louis 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

Dermatology 
University of Missouri Kansas City Programs 
Kansas City, Missouri 

 
MEGAN E. PRICE ……………………………………………….………………………………………..…… Ballwin, Missouri 

BS, Delta State University 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University of Tennessee Health Science Center 
Memphis, Tennessee 

 
HUNTER MICHAEL PUCKETT ………………………………………………………..…… Springfield, Missouri 

BHS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
BENJAMIN W. RAEL ………………………………………………………………………………… St. Charles, Missouri 

BS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Pediatrics 

St. Louis Children’s Hospital 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
ANYA A. RAHMAN …………………………………………………………………..………….………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Ophthalmology 

University of Missouri – Kansas City 
Kansas City, Missouri 

 
  



  

KRISTEN DIANNE REESE ………………………………………………..………………………..…… Festus, Missouri 
BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Obstetrics and Gynecology 

AdventHealth Florida  
Tampa, Florida 

 
KATIE RHOADS ………………………………………………………………………………,,,,,,,,…….. Kearney, Nebraska 
            BA, Tulane University 
            MA, Washington University in St. Louis 
            PhD, University of Missouri 
 
PAOLA MARCELA RIVERA SAUER ………….……………………………………… Kansas City, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Prisma Health University of South Carolina 
  School of Medicine 
  Greenville, South Carolina 

 
THARRON ROY …………………………………………………………………….……………..………… Lebanon, Missouri 

BS, Missouri State University 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

CoxHealth 
Springfield, Missouri 

 
SABRINA MARIA RYAN ………………………………………………………………….…………… St. Louis, Missouri 
              BS, Washington University in St. Louis 
              Graduate Program:            Neurological Surgery 
                                                               Ohio State University Medical Center 
                                                               Columbus, Ohio 
 
DAWSON J. SCHMUTZLER ………………………………………………………………… Kansas City, Missouri 

BS, Missouri Western State University 
Graduate Program:  Emergency Medicine 

University of Kansas School of Medicine 
Kansas City, Kansas 

 
MERIDITH L. SCHOENING ……………………………………………………………………… Wildwood, Missouri 

BA, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University of Kansas School of Medicine 
  Kansas City, Kansas 

 
AMANDA K. SCHULTE ……………………………………………………………………………………… Dixon, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri  
Graduate Program:  Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Tulane University School of Medicine 
New Orleans, Louisiana  



  

RHEMA SEAL ………………………………………………………....…………………………..…………… Noble, Oklahoma 
BS, Evangel University 
Graduate Program:  Medicine - Pediatrics 

Virginia Commonwealth  
  University Health System 

Richmond, Virginia 
 
LAUREN E. SEIFFERLEIN ………………………………………………………….. Webster Groves, Missouri 
             BS, Bellarmine University  
             Graduate Program:             Urology 
                                                               University of Kentucky Medical Center 
                                                               Lexington, Kentucky 
 
PETER SEROUR …….………………………………………………..……………… Huntington Beach, California 

BS, Chapman University 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

Loma Linda University Medical Center 
Murrieta, California 

 
MATHEW DEAN SEXTON 

Graduate Programs: Surgery – General 
Radiology - Interventional 
University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
RIA BASAVARAJ SHAHAPETI ……………………………………………………….………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Saint Louis University 
Graduate Program:  Pediatrics 

Rush University Medical Center  
Chicago, Illinois 

 
JUSTIN D. SHANKLIN ………………………………………………………………………..…… Springfield, Missouri 

BA, Brigham Young University 
Graduate Program:  Ophthalmology 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
Columbia, Missouri 

 
MICHAEL ROBERT REILLY SHERBY …………………………..………………………… Clayton, Missouri 

BS, Washington University in St. Louis 
Doctor in Juris Doctor, Vanderbilt University 
Graduate Program:  Obstetrics and Gynecology 

University of Oklahoma College of Medicine 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

 
  



  

ERIKA TATUM SHOCK …………………………………………………………………………………… Gideon, Missouri 
BHS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 

Louisiana State University School of Medicine 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

 
MARIE C. SPEZIA …………………………………………………………………………………………… St. Louis, Missouri 

BA, University of Chicago 
MSMS, Brown University 
Graduate Programs: Transitional  

St. Agnes Medical Center 
  Fresno, California 

Radiation Oncology 
University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics 
Madison, Wisconsin 

 
CONNOR MARSHALL STEVENSON …………………………………………..……… Shelbyville, Missouri 

BS, Olivet Nazarene University 
Graduate Program:  Anesthesiology 

Ohio State University Medical Center 
  Columbus, Ohio 

 
ANDREW SUN ……………….………………………………………………………………… Charlotte, North Carolina 

BA, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Programs: Medicine – Preliminary  

St. Luke’s Hospital 
  St. Louis, Missouri 
  Radiology – Diagnostic 
  Medical College of Wisconsin Affiliate Hospitals 
  Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 
INSHAL TARIQ …………………………………………………………….……………………………..…… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, Maryville University  
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

Saint Louis University School of Medicine 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
BETHANY DAWN THOMPSON-GORDON ……………….………………………..…… Deltona, Florida 

BS, University of Wisconsin – Whitewater 
MA, University of Central Florida 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

Medical College of Wisconsin Affiliate Hospitals 
  Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 
  



  

MICHAELA R. THOMSON ………………………………………..………….…………… Jefferson City, Missouri 
BS, University of Missouri 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

University of Chicago Medical Center 
  Chicago, Illinois 

 
AMANDA TOMANEK ………………………………………..……………………..……………… Springfield, Missouri 

BS, University of Arkansas 
Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 

Oregon Health and Science University  
  Klamath Falls, Oregon 

 
ANNA K. VACLAVEK ……………………………………….………………………………………… Columbia, Missouri 

BA, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Emergency Medicine 

Barnes – Jewish Hospital 
  St. Louis, Missouri 

 
KOSTANDIN VALLE ……………………………………………………………..………………….…… St. Louis, Missouri 

BS, University of Missouri – St. Louis  
 
EDWARD T. VAN MATRE …………………………………..……………….……… Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 

PharmD, University of Colorado Skaggs School of Pharmacy 
BS, Oklahoma State University  
MS, University of Colorado 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

University of Colorado  
  School of Medicine - Denver 

Aurora, Colorado 
 
OAK WATTANASIRAKUL ………………………………….………………………………… Chiang Mai, Thailand 

BS, Illinois College 
Graduate Program:  Transitional 

Desert Regional Medical Center 
  Palm Springs, California 

 
ETHAN WEISS ………………………………………………………………………………………….…… Park Hills, Missouri 

Graduate Program:  Family Medicine 
University of Tennessee  

  Health Science Center - Memphis 
Jackson, Tennessee 

 
JORDAN WHITNEY ……………………………………………………………………….…… Lee’s Summit, Missouri 

BS, Brigham Young University 
Graduate Program:  Psychiatry 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 



  

ZACHARY WILLIAM DALE WILLIARD ……………………………….……………… Carbondale, Illinois 
BS, Truman State University 
Graduate Programs: Medicine – Preliminary 
  Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

University Hospitals and Clinics 
  Columbia, Missouri 

 
KEREM YUCEBAS ……………………………………………………………….……………………..……… Istanbul, Turkey 

BS, Washington University in St. Louis 
Graduate Program:  Internal Medicine 

Northwestern McGaw/NWH/VA 
  Chicago, Illinois 

 
 

  



  

Honors 
 
SUMMA CUM LAUDE 

Elizabeth Cremer 
Carson K. Gates 

Sasidhar R. Karuparti 
 
 
 
 

MAGNA CUM LAUDE  
Katina Rose Massad 

Bailey Lauren Patrick 
Kerem Yucebas 

 
 
 
 

CUM LAUDE 
Alexis R. DeTienne 

Ransome A. Drexler 
Taylor Ashton LaValle 

Alexndra M. Marko 
Kaylie Nichols 

Samuel Nofsinger 
Zachary Williard 

 
ALPHA OMEGA ALPHA 

HONOR SOCIETY 
Laith Ashraf Almashharawi 

Samuel Nofsinger 
Elizabeth Cremer 
Alexis R. DeTienne 

Timothy James Dillinger 
Ransome A. Drexler 

Carson K. Gates 
Molly Catherine Quinn Gunter 

Travis Wiley Jackson 
Taylor Ashton LaValle 

Anne Marie Marker 
Katina Rose Massad 

Kate McGough 
Nisha A. Naseer 
Kaylie Nichols 

Bailey Lauren Patrick 
Sean Vincent Pirrone 

Benjamin W. Rael 
Sabrina Maria Ryan 
Justin D. Shanklin 
Anna K. Vaclavek 
Kostandin Valle 

Zachary William Dale Williard 
Kerem Yucebas 

 
 

 

 

 

GOLD HUMANISM HONOR 
SOCIETY 

Brooklyn Ondrea Campbell 
Lacey E. Capetti 

Terrell P. Christian, Jr. 
Destri D. Eichman 

María del Mar Fletcher Ruiz 
Carson K. Gates 

Molly Catherine Quinn Gunter 
Mollie Kate Henry 

Travis Wiley Jackson 
Danna L. Jenkins 

Margaret K. Kurop 
Kaylie Nichols 

Bailey Lauren Patrick 
Sean Vincent Pirrone 

Benjamin W. Rael 
Paola Marcela Rivera Sauer 

Michaela R. Thomson 
Kostandin Valle 
Kerem Yucebas



  

Letter from the Dean 
Congratulations, members of the MU School of Medicine Class of 2026! 

 
Today marks the culmination of years of hard work, dedication and your unwavering 
commitment to the pursuit of healing and service to your patients. As you embark on 
this next phase in your medical journey, never forget the field of medicine is one of 
constant evolution, innovation, and discovery. You will face challenges that test your 
knowledge and skills but know that you have been equipped with the tools and 
knowledge necessary to make a meaningful difference in the lives of your patients and 
communities. No matter what, always think of what you can do to promote health and 
relieve suffering, in whatever way you can. 
 
When I first began my residency, I remember feeling overwhelmed. Don’t be afraid to 
ask for help. It’s a good habit that will serve you throughout your career. No physician 
can know everything, which is why we must fully engage with the teams we work with 
to help. You will find a combination of humility and confidence that will serve you well as 
a team member, colleague, and physician. 
 
After today, you will take the knowledge, skills, and attitudes gained here and apply 
them in your next training environment, and eventually, your lifelong practice. You are 
well-prepared for residency training in any discipline. So now, a few tips for residency 
and beyond: 
 

• Be your patients’ advocate. Listen to them. Don’t treat just part of your patient. 
• Praise your teammates publicly when they do great work, and coach them 

privately when they make a mistake.  
• Pursue mentors and become mentors; we cannot do this work alone. 
• Remain curious and never stop learning. 
• Make time for life outside of your medical work-of course with family, but also 

other non-medical interests. 
• Always, always be compassionate. 

 
You are now part of the more than 150-year legacy of MU School of Medicine. We eagerly 
wait to see how you impact the lives of your patients, and the future of medicine. We 
have a great privilege to practice medicine, and with that comes a great responsibility. 
Cherish this moment, reflect on and celebrate what you have accomplished – and go 
forward proudly with humility as you fulfill your role as a physician and live in the service 
of others.  
 
Best wishes always, 
 
 

 

 
Richard J. Barohn, MD 
Executive Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 
Hugh E. & Sarah D. Stephenson Dean 
University of Missouri School of Medicine 



 

School of Medicine 
OUR MISSION 

 
Our mission is to save and improve lives – through  

exemplary education, research and patient care. 
 
 

OUR VISION 
 

We will be the premier and transformational  
academic health system for Missouri.  

 
 

OUR VALUES 

• Respect 

• Responsibility 

• Discovery 

• Excellence 

• Service 

 

Thank You 
The Members of the Class of 2026 would like to thank the contributors who 

made the Match Day and Graduation Activities possible: 
 

Pathology and Anatomical Sciences 
Otolaryngology 

Psychiatry 
Families Assisting Medical Students (FAMS) 

MU Faculty and Staff 
Office of the Dean 

Officers of Investiture 
Offices of Medical Education  

Members of the graduation week committees, Class of 2026 



 

Declaration of Geneva 
At the time of being admitted as a member of the medical profession: 

I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE to dedicate my life to the service of humanity;  

THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MY PATIENT will be my first 
consideration;  

I WILL RESPECT the autonomy and dignity of my patient; 

I WILL MAINTAIN the utmost respect for human life;  

I WILL NOT PERMIT considerations of age, disease or disability, creed, 
ethnic origin, gender, nationality, political affiliation, race, sexual 
orientation, social standing or any other factor to intervene between my 
duty and my patient; 

I WILL RESPECT the secrets that are confided in me, even after the patient 
has died; 

I WILL PRACTICE my profession with conscience and dignity and in 
accordance with good medical practice; 

I WILL FOSTER the honor and noble traditions of the medical profession; 

I WILL GIVE to my teachers, colleagues, and students the respect and 
gratitude that is their due; 

I WILL SHARE my medical knowledge for the benefit of the patient and 
the advancement of healthcare; 

I WILL ATTEND TO my own health, well-being, and abilities in order to 
provide care of the highest standard; 

I WILL NOT USE my medical knowledge to violate human rights and civil 
liberties, even under threat; 

I MAKE THESE PROMISES solemnly, freely and upon my honor. 
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